This is most exciting, like any attempt to reap the benefits of a bit more semantics compared to attemps that just scratch the surface with crude and brute-force means. Sentiment analysis certainly is a field that takes advantage of lexical resources. For instance, verbs have proved to provide a lot of crucial information for fine-grained sentiment analysis taking the various perspectives into account that I mentioned.
Clearly, all the other problems need to be solved as well: aspect detection/induction, sentiment composition, sense disambiguation and so on. New techniques (deep learning), new theoretical stances (distributional semantics) might prove successful. If not, a shift towards a new playgroud is to be expected, e.g. the focus on emotions. Well, I am quite sure that all this will turn out to be very entertaining and -step by step -sucessful.
